
A ROUTE TO NET ZERO 
EUROPEAN AVIATION

ALTERNATIVE FUELS 
AND SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY
Scaling up the use of alternative fuels and sustainable 
energy is the biggest lever to reduce emissions towards 
realising net zero CO2 emissions by 2050.

Achieving this requires the rapid industrial deployment 
and financing of SAF and synthetic fuel production  
along with a drastic increase in low-carbon electricity 
production.

SAFs account for up to 56% of aviation’s pathway to 
decarbonise by 2050.           

Here is how the deployment of sustainable aviation 
fuels can make a difference:
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Deployment of SAF as drop-in fuel enables 
direct emissions reductions. Meanwhile, new 
technology is developing rapid towards 
potential 100% SAF use. 

Drop-in fuels can currently be blended with 
conventional kerosene for up to 50% blend.

Europe needs the rapid industrial 
deployment and financing of SAF and 
synthetic fuel production facilities and a 
drastic increase in low carbon electricity 
production.EU Policy must de-risk investments 
and boost the production and uptake of SAFs 
and in particular of e-SAF and include aviation 
in the Clean Industrial Deal.
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We believe that together, policymakers and 
the industry can make net zero CO2 

emissions a reality by 2050. In 2030, net CO2 
emissions from intra-European flights would 
be reduced by 62%, compared to 1990 levels 
through a combination of fleet renewal, SAF, 
operational measures and EU ETS/CORSIA, 
well above the 55% reduction EU climate goal 
for 2030.

To achieve net zero CO2 aviation in Europe 
by 2050, while maintaining a competitive 
aviation industry that continues to benefit 
society – joint, coordinated and decisive 
industry and government efforts are 
required. The time to act is now to make 
European aviation’s climate ambitions a 
reality.
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